TO: Mayor Gaughan & Village Bo Trustees
FROM: Phyilz chilling & K ,
DATE: December 5, 2006

SUBJECT: 2006 — A Garden Retrospective

2006 was an active year in the gardens and green spaces of Altamont, with additions,
subtractions, and changes in nearly all the gardens.

Orsini Park

As most residents know, this park was formerly known as Helderberg Park, and was
created from land donated to the Village by the railroad. Late June brought the first
celebration of the Guilderland Chamber of Commerce’s summer-long Pic-tacular, with
the Pig-nic in Orsini Park. This was the first time that nearly all of the two dozen-plus
pigs were herded together in one place. Although a brief but violent wind and hail storm
caused some anxious moments, the pigs and the attendees (and most of the tents)
survived, and after the waters receded and everyone dried out a little, the event continued
successfully. Orsini Park provides a green and welcoming setting for such events, and in
addition to the Pig-nic, weddings, a chicken barbeque, musical events, and the Victorian
Holiday/Light up the Village celebration have been focused in the park.

The park contains several memorial plantings that residents have provided over the years
in memory of loved ones. Two maple trees were removed this summer, and will be
replaced. Edward Cowley, one of several well-known artists who call Altamont home,
presented a proposal to the Village Board to replace the cupola on the gazebo with a
lighted stained glass cupola of his design. The proposal is currently under consideration
by the Board. Anne Best and Deborah Guilfoyle contract with the Village to provide
plantings, cleanup, watering, and design services for the planting areas in Orsini, Angel,
and Maple Parks, and other green spaces in the Village.

Angel Park

Angel Park was redesigned during the recent highway construction to remove overgrown
shrubbery and to re-orient the park around the Angel of Hope statue. The statue was
moved to the east edge of the park, and surrounded with plantings to accent the statue and
to provide an area of meditation and remembrance. Two variegated willows were added
this past summer, behind the Angel statue. As part of the highway reconstruction two
linden trees were added along Main Street, and flowering crab trees were added along the
south side. Existing flowering ornamental trees on Park Street were accented by new
plantings.

This year, two benches were added to the park. The Village purchased one of the
benches, and the cost of the other bench was shared by the Altamont Community







